
Paper 2 – Section A  

Non Fiction and 
Transactional Writing 



Non Fiction - starter 
Label as Fiction or Non Fiction 

Novel     

                                          Diary 
 

Journal                     Film 
 

                                                Leaflets 
             Newspaper  



Paper 2-   
Section A Reading section: Seven questions based on two 20th and 21st century 
extracts.  
AO1: Identify and interpret explicit information and ideas. (Q1, Q4+ Q7) 
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to 
achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to 
support their views. (Q2, Q3+ Q5) 
AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well how these are conveyed, 
across two or more texts. (Q7B) 
AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references. 
(Q6) 

 
Section B Writing section – Transactional Writing (advise, inform, argue or 
persuade)  
A05: 
• Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting 

tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences 
• Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features 

to support coherence and cohesion of texts. 
A06:  
• Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for 

clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation 

 





Question 1   

Reading for Meaning: 
• Reading for meaning is 

reading a text looking for 
details and being able to 
make inferences.   

• In other words you are 
being tested on how well 
you recognise implicit and 
explicit details. 

• These two questions have 
only a few marks available 
and test how well you have 
understood the text.   
 
 

• What does explicit mean? 
 

• What does implicit mean? 
 

• Have a think about what 
these mean 
 

• 2 minutes. 



explicit 
 Stated clearly and in detail,       

leaving no room for 

confusion or doubt 

implicit 
  Implied though not plainly 
expressed 

From the Oxford dictionary 

Revision  



Text 1 is used for 
questions 1-3 



Q1 – Explicit information and ideas  
(2 marks) 

• Looking for explicit information 
and ideas means that you are 
not required to look for hidden 
meanings.   

• Check carefully which lines you 
need to look at. Draw a box 
around the relevant lines. 

• You don’t need to explain what 
you find.   

• You will just need to find short 
quotations or paraphrases (put 
into your own words) what is 
there.  It is better to use 
quotations if possible. 

Question 1:  
• From lines 8 to 15, identify 

two ways in which things 
changed after Fazullah and 
the Taliban arrived in Swat.  



Question 1- A01  
identify two ways in which things changed after Fazullah and the 

Taliban arrived in Swat 

• then, when the day finally came, we dressed up in our best clothes 
and piled into buses along with pots of chicken and rice for a picnic. 
Some of us had cameras and took photographs. At the end of the 
day my father would make us all take turns standing on a rock and 
tell stories about what we have seen. When Fazullah* came there 
were no more school trips. Girls were not supposed to be seen 
outside.  

• The Taliban destroyed the Buddhist statues and stupas where we 
played, which had been there for  thousands of years and were a 
part of our history from the time of the Kushan kings. They believed 
any statue or painting was haram, sinful and therefore prohibited. 
One black day they even" dynamited the face of Jehanabad 
Buddha, which was carved into a hillside just half an hour’s drive 
from Mingora and towered twenty three feet into the sky. 
Archaeologists say it was almost as important as the Buddhas of 
Bamiyan, which the Afghan Taliban blew up.  

 



Question 1- A01  
identify two ways in which things changed after Fazullah and the 

Taliban arrived in Swat 

• then, when the day finally came, we dressed up in our best clothes 
and piled into buses along with pots of chicken and rice for a picnic. 
Some of us had cameras and took photographs. At the end of the 
day my father would make us all take turns standing on a rock and 
tell stories about what we have seen. When Fazullah* came there 
were no more school trips. Girls were not supposed to be seen 
outside.  

• The Taliban destroyed the Buddhist statues and stupas where we 
played, which had been there for  thousands of years and were a 
part of our history from the time of the Kushan kings. They believed 
any statue or painting was haram, sinful and therefore prohibited. 
One black day they even" dynamited the face of Jehanabad Buddha, 
which was carved into a hillside just half an hour’s drive from 
Mingora and towered twenty three feet into the sky. Archaeologists 
say it was almost as important as the Buddhas of Bamiyan, which 
the Afghan Taliban blew up.  

 



2. Give one example from lines 24 – 31 of how the 
writer uses language to show that she felt the 
actions of the Taliban were excessive.  

Example from the text: (1) 
________________________________________
________________________________________ 
________________________________________
________________________________________  

How the writer uses language: (1) 
 ________________________________________

__________ 

 
Question 2 - AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and 

structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology. 
 



Question 2: Things to mention 

• Question 2 is only worth 2 marks and those 
marks are awarded if you have a quotation from 
the text (1 mark) and then if you explain clearly 
how the writer has used language – (1 mark) this 
must be relevant to the question and show clear 
understanding.  

• Don’t make generic statements about the 
language techniques – make sure that it is linked 
to the question 

• The quotation must be from the lines specified 

 

 



 
 

Question 2 - AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers 
use language and structure to achieve effects and influence 

readers, using relevant subject terminology. 
 

Their radio coverage spread across the valley and 
neighbouring districts. Though we still had our television 
they had switched off the cable channels. Moiba and I 
could no longer watch our favourite Bollywood shows like 
Shararat or Making Mischief. It seemed like the Taliban 
didn’t want us to do anything. They even banned one of 
our favourite board games called Carrom in which we 
flick  counters across a wooden board. We heard stories 
that the Taliban would hear children laughing and burst 
into the room and smash the boards. We felt like the 
Taliban saw us as little dolls to control, telling us what to 
do and how to dress. I thought if God wanted us to be like 
that He wouldn’t have made us all different.  
 



 
 

Question 2 - AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers 
use language and structure to achieve effects and influence 

readers, using relevant subject terminology. 
 

Their radio coverage spread across the valley and 
neighbouring districts. Though we still had our television 
they had switched off the cable channels. Moiba and I 
could no longer watch our favourite Bollywood shows like 
Shararat or Making Mischief. It seemed like the Taliban 
didn’t want us to do anything. They even banned one of 
our favourite board games called Carrom in which we 
flick  counters across a wooden board. We heard stories 
that the Taliban would hear children laughing and burst 
into the room and smash the boards. We felt like the 
Taliban saw us as little dolls to control, telling us what to 
do and how to dress. I thought if God wanted us to be like 
that He wouldn’t have made us all different.  
 



Question 2 - Example 

• Example from the text (1): 
‘It seemed like the Taliban 
didn’t want us to do 
anything’  

• How the writer uses 
language (1): The noun 
‘anything’ is hyperbolic, 
emphasising the writer’s 
frustrations (1)  

 

 

 

Use a 
different 
quotation to 
write your 
own example.  



Question 3 –  
Analysing Language and Structure (15 marks) 

• This question is assessing AO2 - how writers use 
language and structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers – you also need to use subject 
terminology in your answers.  

• This is a 15 mark question and therefore you 
need to write enough.  

• Critically you must ensure that you write about 
structure as well as language.  

• NB: The mark awarded cannot progress beyond 
the top of Level 2 if only language OR structure 
has been considered.  
 
 



Question 3 – Example Question 

 Analyse how the writer uses language and 
structure to engage the reader. Support your 
views with reference to the text.  

(Total for Question 3 = 15 marks)  

 
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how 
writers use language and structure to 
achieve effects and influence readers, using 
relevant subject terminology to support 
their views.  



What you could look for…. 
Language 

 APES STOMP (Alliteration, 
Personification, Emotive 
Language, Similes, Senses, 
Triplets of Adjectives, 
onomatopoeia, metaphors, 
pathetic fallacy)  

 Superlatives and 
exaggeration 

 Juxtaposition 
 Personal Pronouns: ‘I’ 

repetitive use of it, makes it 
personal. 

 Language that creates 
tension/ suspense- ‘teeters 
slightly’  

 Religious language  
 
 

Structure  
 Ellipsis 
 Sentence lengths and structure - 

varying from short to complex.  
 Use of lists 
 Narration- 1st person  
 Rule of three 
 The beginnings of texts, middle, end 

… how does the writer take us from 
one to another? 

 Is there a change in mood? 
 Is there a change of speaker or 

dialogue? 
 Setting - does it change? 
 Does the tense change? 
 Does the focus of the passage 

change? 
 Paragraph structure – how does this 

create the mood/tone? 
 

 



Question 3- analyse how the writer uses language and 
structure to interest and engage the reader 

TASK 1 - Working in a pair, you need to find three 
examples of language AND structure that interest 
the reader- 8 minutes 
 
TASK 2 - After 8 minutes you have 5 minutes to 
compare and contrast ideas from your table and 
steal the best ones.  
 
TASK 3 - 5 minutes – Select the best ideas to share 
with class  
 



Question 3- analyse how the writer uses 
language and structure to interest and engage 

the reader 

Language  

 

Structure  

 



Question 3  
• Analyse how the writer uses language and structure to interest 

and engage readers. 

• You need to look at the whole text and focus on structure and 
language. Plan your SQUAD- at least 3 for each.  (2 pages) 

         Structure                                    Language  

 



Success Criteria- assessment  

Level 

5 

  

13-15 • Analysis of the text 

• Analysis of how both language and structure are used to achieve 

effects and influence readers, including use of vocabulary, sentence 

structure and other language features 

• The selection of references is discriminating and clarifies the points 

being made 

Level 

4 

  

10-12 • Exploration of the text 

• Exploration of how both language and structure are used to achieve 

effects and influence readers, including use of vocabulary, sentence 

structure and other language features. 

• The selection of references is detailed, appropriate and fully supports 

the points being made. 

Level 

3 

  

7-9 • Explanation of the text 

• Exploration of how both language and structure are used to achieve 

effects and influence readers, including use of vocabulary and 

sentence structure. 

• The selection of reference is appropriate and relevant to the points 

being made 



SQUAD  
•Statement that answers the question 
•Quotations to unite you point and 
language/structure  
•Analysis of quotations/ language – 
e.g. zoom in on what is meant literally, 
metaphorically or symbolically. 
•Development of why it is effective – 
what does it make the reader think or 
feel. 



Statement that 
answers the 
question 
• One aspect used 
by the writer to 
engage the reader 
is ….. 
• The writer uses X 
(techniques/word 
etc) to  

Analyse the quote and link to the 
how the writer creates effects. 
E.g. Zoom in on the connotations of 
words, what is the literal, 
metaphoric and symbolic meaning? 
•This suggests that… 
•‘It conveys the sense that… 
•‘This gives the impression that … 
•The word ‘…’ suggests 
•This will make the reader think/feel 
•The connotations of ‘…’ are that it   

Develop why  the feature 
is effective. 
•‘In particular, the word / 
metaphor / list implies…’ 
•The writer may have 
done this to … 
•‘The reader may feel’, 
‘some readers may feel’ 
•This interpretation is 
supported by … 

Quotes from the text to support 
statement. It says… 
• The protagonist says… 
• This can be seen when…’ 
• The phrase ‘…’ makes this clear 
• This is demonstrated when…’ 
• Evidence of this can be found when…’ 
•‘ A phrase that conveys this is… 



Key phrases for your responses 

• Connotes 
• Alludes to 
• Emphasises  
• Highlights 
• Conveys 
• Expresses 

 

• States 
• Suggests  
• Advocates 
• Implies 
• Indicates  

 
 
 



 At the beginning of the text Yousafazai uses structure to engage the 
reader. Yousafazai starts with the short sentence ‘First the Taliban 
took our music, then our Buddha’s, then our history’.  The use of the 
list of three introduces the subject of the Taliban and briefly 
suggests the negative impact the Taliban had on the village as the 
Taliban took away their values.  

 In the first paragraph, the writer uses the past tense to suggest 
what their life was like before the Taliban arrived.  She writes ‘Our 
favourite things to do was to go on school trips’; ‘we were lucky to 
live in a paradise like swat.’  The use of a metaphor comparing her 
village to the noun ‘paradise’ demonstrates how much the villagers 
valued their village ‘Swat’. Furthermore, the use of the inclusive 
pronouns ‘we’ and ‘our’ demonstrate a sense of belonging and that 
the villagers perceived their village as a positive and happy 
‘paradise’. 

 However the mood of the extract suddenly changes when 
Youzafazai states ‘When Fazullah came there were no more school 
trips’.  The use of the short negative repetition of ‘school trips’ 
demonstrates the negative impact that the Taliban had on the 
village.  Malala Yousafazai then goes on to list the physical affect of 
the Taliban on the village. ‘They destroyed everything old and 
bought nothing new.’  The verb ‘destroyed’ emphasises the 
destructive nature of the enemy.   



Responses- sharevolution  

• Peer assess  
• WWW:  
• EBI: 

• Success Criteria: Have 
they… 

• Addressed the question by 
identifying and analysing 
language and structure? 

• Use a quotation in their 
answer? 

• Analysed the quotation 
including zooming in on a 
word? 

• Developed the idea to 
consider the impact on the 
reader? 
 



Text 2 will be used for Question 4-6 



Question 4  

Question 4 : AO1. 
You must focus on the second 
extract/ text to answer 
question 4-6.  
 
Question 4: 1 mark for 
retrieval of answer.  

4. From lines 6 to 9 identify 
the conditions in which 
prisoners are kept in 
Westerbork.  

• _______________________
_______________________
_______________________
______ 
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
______  

• (Total for Question 4 = 1 
mark)  
 



From lines 6 to 9 identify the conditions in 
which prisoners are kept in Westerbork.  

• The people get almost nothing to eat, much 
less to drink, as water is available only one 
hour a day, and there’s only one lavatory and 
sink for several thousand people. Men and 
women sleep in the same room, and women 
and children often have their heads shaved. 
Escape is almost impossible; many people look 
Jewish, and they’re branded by the shorn 
heads.  



Question 5 
• A02:Explain, comment on and analyse 

how writers use language and 
structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology. 
 

 

• What do you need to do? 
Focus on the statement 
and analyse how the writer 
has used language to 
express ideas.   

• You need to use a 
quotation and comment 
on it.  

• TASK: What elements of 
language would you zoom 
in on?  

Question 5.  
• The old woman was terrified of 

the glaring search-lights and the 
guns firing at the English planes 
overhead. Yet Miep didn’t dare 
let her in. Nobody would. The 
Germans are generous enough 
when it comes to punishment.  
 

• In this example from lines 15 to 
17, how does the writer use 
language to show their fear of 
the Gestapo?  
 



Have a go! 

• Remember that it is 
only one mark!  

• Simply identify an 
aspect of language that 
helps the reader to do 
whatever it is the 
question has asked.  

• Identify Language – 
Quotation – inference  

• E.g. The use of 
personification in the 
‘glaring search-lights’ 
expresses the woman’s 
fear as it makes the 
lights seem like a 
persecuting force.   



Other examples for peer marking.  

• The writer describes the Germans as 
‘generous’ suggesting that their use of 
punishment is excessive and something to be 
feared [1]  

• The two short sentences ‘Yet Miep didn’t dare 
let her in. Nobody would’ emphasises that 
everybody is afraid of the Gestapo. [1]  

 

 



Question 6 – Evaluation AO4 (15): Evaluate texts 
critically and support this with appropriate textual 

references.   
• In this extract, the writer tries to show how both she and others 

are affected by the war.  

• Evaluate how successfully this is achieved. 
Support your views with detailed reference to the text.  

 



What can we evaluate?  

• 5 minutes to work as a group on what could be 
evaluated? What do you have to evaluate on 
paper 1? 

• Do not refer to language techniques! Think 
overall elements that make it interesting.  

Ideas: 
Group 1 
Group 2 
Group 3 
Group 4 
Group 5 



Evaluation 

• You need to be able to comment on themes, 
settings and events.  

• This question is also about your opinions and 
judgements and being able to take a detached 
tone – something many of you will find very 
difficult. 

 



Some ideas … 
• The writer begins her diary entry with a short sentence that indicates the content 

of the entry will be ‘dismal and depressing’, establishing and atmosphere of 
tension  

• The description of the writer’s Jewish friends being taken away in ‘droves’ 
emphasises the number of people affected by the conflict.  

• The writer’s reflections of the concentration camps as ‘terrible’ and the situation 
as ‘horrible’ might perhaps be criticised as vague and understated  

• The writer’s blunt speculation that in some camps the people are being gassed and 
that ‘perhaps that’s the quickest day to die’ appear detached and unemotional, 
perhaps reflecting the way in which war has numbed the writer’s emotions  

• The story about Miep ignoring the woman on her doorstep reflects the idea that 
fear was stopping even people like Miep (who was already helping Anne and her 
family) from doing the ‘right’ thing  

• The description of ‘trainloads’ of young men departing daily also emphasises the 
wide reaching effects of war. This is the juxtaposed against the ‘few’ that manage 
to escape unnoticed  

• The diary entry changes in tone towards the end when the writer’s anger becomes 
evident in the sarcastic description of Germans as ‘fine specimens of humanity’  

• The writer’s direct plea to the reader ‘have you ever heard the term ‘hostages’?’ 
engages them directly, forcing the reader to pay closer attention to the story that 
follows  
 



What 
band is 

this 
answer 

in? 
Page 
1/2 

 



Page 
2/2 



Using these ideas let’s model an 
answer together 

 



Starter: What do these girls have in 
common? 



Question 7a and 7b 
Question 7 is about Text 1 and Text 2. Answer both parts of the 
question. Refer to both texts in your answers.  

7. (a) The two texts both 
describe times of conflict.  

• What similarities do Anne 
Frank and Malala Yousafzai 
share in their experiences 
of conflict as shown in 
these extracts? 

• Use evidence from both 
texts to support your 
answer.  

 

• The clue is in the question.   

• You must: 

• Look for similarities (not 
differences) 

• You must concentrate on the 
focus of the question – in this 
case ‘experiences of conflict’. 

• You must use quotes.  

• Don’t compare Language in 
this part of the question – this 
focuses on AO1. 



Question 7A 

AO1: Identify and interpret explicit information and ideas.  

Snowballing:  
• You have 3 minutes to work in a pair to come up 

with at least 3 similarities.  
• 3 minutes to share pair ideas with the group 
Ideas: 
• Group 1 
• Group 2 
• Group 3 
• Group 4 
• Group 5 
                      

 



What are the similarities? 

Text 1 – Experiences of Conflict 

 

Text 2 – Experiences of Conflict 

 



Both texts and 
therefore writers 
create a sense of 
loss  



Let’s get writing 

• Choose 4 elements that are similar to both. This about 
SQUAD- statement 

                                       quote 
                                        (analyse) 
                                        develop      
Example: 
 Both writers explore how conflict has divided their 

communities: the Taliban create new rules that prevent girls 
from having the same rights as boys ‘Girls were not 
supposed to be seen outside.’ and the Jewish people in 
Anne Frank’s account are being ‘taken away in droves.’ Both 
writers are affected by these changes deeply.  



Phrases to use 

• Similarly 

• Likewise 

• Equally … 

• In the same way as Y is related to X by….. 

• A common element found in both is…. 

• A commonality between the texts is…. 

• Each texts shares… 

 

 

 



Success Criteria  



Peer Marking – Use the mark scheme 
and indicative content  

• Both writers explore how conflict has divided their communities: the 
Taliban create new rules that prevent girls from having the same rights as 
boys and the story of the old woman in the doorstep reflects how Miep 
and the others must choose who to help carefully  

• Both texts and therefore writers create a sense of loss – Anne struggles 
with her identity as a German and Malala mourns the loss of her ‘history’  

• Both writers give a sense of how war dehumanises those it affects – 
Malala focuses on the destruction of her culture and Anne’s description of 
the prisoners suggests that they have been dehumanised  

• Both writers identify the ways in which lives are changed: the girls from 
Swat can no longer go on school trips and are prevented from engaging in 
many of the pastimes they were used to and Bep’s boyfriend is one of 
many men ‘sent’ to Germany  

• Both witness changes to their physical environment and those around 
them due to conflict  
 



Question 7b 

• This is a challenging 
question.  

• This assesses A03 and the 
mark scheme mentions 
the need to make 
reference to both texts, 
writer’s ideas and 
perspectives and 
theme/language/structur
e. 

• This is comparison – 
therefore you should look 
for differences as wells as 
similarities. 

• (b) Compare how the 
writers of Text 1 and Text 
2 present their ideas and 
perspectives about 
conflict and war.  

• Support your answer with 
detailed reference to the 
texts.  
 



Question 7b 

• (b) Compare how the writers of Text 1 and Text 
2 present their ideas and perspectives about 
conflict and war.  

• Support your answer with detailed reference to 
the texts.  

 

Similarities and 
differences. 

Themes /Language 
/Structure  

The writer’s perspectives – 
opinions  

The focus of the question. 



Comparing the texts- in your pair/ group pick out 
as many examples comparison or contrast as 

possible 
Areas of comparison  

 

Areas of contrast 

 

Clues: theme/ events/ expression (tone) 



Responses- sharevolution  



Success Criteria- assessment  
Level 5 

  

12-14 •The response considers a varied and comprehensive range of comparisons 
between the texts  
•Analysis of writers’ ideas and perspectives including how the theme, 
language and/or structure are used across the texts  
•References are balanced across both texts, they are discriminating, and 
clarify the points being made  

Level 4 

  

9-11 •The response considers a wide range of comparisons between the texts  
•Exploration of writers’ ideas and perspectives including how the theme,  
language and/or structure are used across the texts  
•References are balanced across both texts and fully support the points 
being made  

Level 3 

  

6-8 •The response considers a range of comparisons between the texts  
•Explanation of writers’ ideas and perspectives including theme, language 
and/or structure  
•The selection of references is appropriate and relevant to the points being 
made  

 



Peer Mark – Indicative Content 

• Both texts reference destructive methods used during wartime: the Taliban use  
dynamite to destroy the statue of Buddha and the Germans are dropping bombs  

• Both texts are written from the perspectives of victims of war  
• Both are from the perspectives of young girls so they look at war from a child’s  

point of view  
• Text 1 focuses on the way in which the writer’s life has changed  
• Text 2 focuses on the changes that have happened to those that the writer knows  
• Both texts show the physical and emotional effects of conflict. Text 1 goes into 

descriptive detail about the destruction of what she sees as her cultural heritage.  
• Text 2 focuses more on the treatment of people  
• Text 1 takes time to build up its description of increasingly worse acts of violence 

and destruction by the Taliban. Text 2 also describes different atrocities but there 
is no particular effort to build tension in their presentation  

• Text one provides a comparison of before and after the conflict. Text 2 only 
describes events in the present  

• Both texts have a clear ‘enemy’ – the Taliban and the Gestapo  
 



Additional Practice Tasks 



7B AO3 (14)- Compare how the writers present 
their ideas and perspectives about dangerous 

experiences  



 
7B- Compare how the writers of text 1 and 2 present their ideas and perspectives 

about dangerous experiences.   
AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well how these are conveyed, 
across two or more texts.  

 
Both texts highlight that man is vulnerable to nature, as each man faces a danger 
from the natural world, which jeopardises not only their expedition but also their 
life.   
A contrast between the texts is that Shackleton is responsible for the lives of 
many and faces that responsibility when everything turns for the worst on the 
voyage, where as Ralston is on his own, alone and responsible for only himself.  
This is another area of contrast as Ralston faces the danger alone, making him 
extremely exposed when trapped,  while the teamwork of the shipmates helps to 
reduce the problems faced by the voyage.  
Thirdly, a perspective  taken from the texts is that preparation does not always 
mean success and the most qualified of experts can face disaster, ‘she finally sank 
text 2, my only hope from text 1’.  
In addition both texts present the physical and emotional impacts of danger. In 
text 1 the narrator's disbelief is clear as the emotional reaction to the disaster that 
faces him, ‘ the flaring agony throws me into panic’. On the other hand text 2 
presents the physical impact on the ship, ‘ at first she stood the strain but… finally 
the ship’s sides opened.  

 
 
 



Comparing writer’s perspectives and 
ideas  

 



The Ellis Unit, Huntsville, Texas 

‘Hunstville is a scab of a town.’ There, I’ve said it.  
I’ve wanted to say it ever since I arrived and now it’s 
done. 

It is not true, of course.  It has a clear and vaguely 
historical downtown area, with old shops, and a 
tranquil main square.  The streets are all lined with 
star-spangled banners.  There’s a shop called 
Leadbelly’s with a huge mural of the old blues ace 
who spent time inside the prison.  

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

Extract 1 

Around the edges is the usual siege of Pizza Huts and Taco Bells, AutoZones and Firestone tyres, petrol pumps and boot 
warehouses.  At half past two this afternoon a funeral cortege was escorted through the town centre by the police, and all 
the cars on my side of the road – the opposite side to the procession – slowed to a halt as it went past.  In America none 
of this makes a bad town, and certainly not a scab of a town, just an ordinary town.  
 
But having said that the downtown area is vaguely historical and verging on the picturesque, it seems only fair to add that 
it’s because there’s a bloody great jail right in the middle of it and that the nicely pointed redbrick walls that give the 
centre a sense of history are prison walls.  It is here that Texas’s notorious death house sits – the place of legal execution.   
 
Around the back of the prison there’s an old rodeo stadium where, in the past, convicts were entertained by bulls, Johnny 
Cash and Tammy Wynette.  Now, like the town, it is rotten to the core.  The stadium surrounds are falling apart and it’s 
clear that it is no longer used for rodeos or concerts but it is instead a parking lot for the huge car and van fleet of the 
Texas Department of Convictions. 
 
One of the main attractions is the prison museum – a bizarre cornucopia of paraphernalia from the annals of the prison – 
opened to display ‘the culture within a culture that developed behind the bars.’ It’s a fascinating collection and it leaves 
me stone cold.  Here in glass cases are weapons and escape tools built by inmates, the boot belonging to Charles 
Harrelson (father of Woody, inside for killing a judge) in which he concealed drugs.  Knives and garrottes, paint balls (solid 
balls of paint made from scrapings off the wall, padded together and hard as any billiard ball), handmade guns and more 
knives.   
 
Then, in all its grandeur, there is Old Sparky, the original electric chair, the ‘Texas Thunderer’, complete with straps and 
fastenings, restraints and power source.  This seat, now lit by a nice seductive glow behind a glass screen, executed 361 
inmates between 1924 and 1964.  When executions resumed in Texas in 1982, it was with lethal injections. Alongside the 
chair there’s a razor and clippers with which the condemned were depilated for Sparky’s electrodes. A shiver runs down 
my spine. 

The first circle of hell 

Coffin Nails and Tombstone Trails - Nick Wood 



Comparing the texts- in your pair/ group pick out 
as many examples comparison or contrast as 

possible 
Areas of comparison  

 

Areas of contrast 

 



Britain's last executions: hanging of two jobless criminals a 'low key' affair 
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As they were led to the gallows there was little fuss. No 
public outcry, no headlines indicated that the 
executions of Gwynne Evans and Peter Allen would be 
remembered as anything other than run-of-the-mill. 
The deaths of the two convicted murderers, hanged 
with little ceremony at separate prisons at 8am on 13 
August 1964, made only a couple of lines in the 
national press. 
Exactly 50 years later, however, the names Evans and Allen – two criminals who bludgeoned a man to death to steal £10 – 
are a significant footnote in the annals of abolitionist history. 
As the last two people executed in Britain, the macabre anniversary of their deaths at Strangeways prison in Manchester and 
Walton prison in Liverpool is generating more publicity than their crime and punishment ever did at the time. 
Evans, 24, and Allen, 21, were unlucky with their timing. Two months after they were executed Labour came to power, 
bringing a Commons vote to suspend capital punishment for five years in the 1965 Murder Act, a move made permanent in 
1969. 
At the time of their convictions, the 1957 Homicide Act had already removed the automatic death penalty for all murders, 
though exceptions included any murder committed for theft. 
The criminologist Steve Fielding, author of more than 20 books on British hangings, believes the lack of publicity was due to 
the fact that, by sensationalist standards, the Evans and Allen murder was "quite low key". 
The two jobless Preston men travelled to the Cumbria home of John "Jack" West, a 53-year-old laundry van driver known to 
Evans, in a stolen car with Allen's wife and two children, on 7 April 1964. The two planned to rob the bachelor, but then 
killed him. 
A neighbour in the village of Seaton, awoken by a suspicious noise, saw the car disappearing down the street. West's semi-
naked body was later found in a pool of blood. 
Within 48 hours both men had been arrested and charged, police having been greatly aided by Evans leaving his raincoat at 
the scene. They were convicted in June, and had their appeals against the death sentences rejected on 21 July. A date for 
execution was set for 13 August. 
At Walton prison, Robert "Jock" Stewart, was Allen's hangman. Fielding said: "He [Stewart] mentioned that on the day 
before the execution, when Allen was visited by his wife for the last time, they were separated by a piece of what was 
supposed to be bullet-proofed glass. And, as the interview came to a close, [Allen] hurled himself at it. 
"He cracked the glass and broke his thumb. So, on the morning of the execution when Stewart went to pin his hands behind 
his back, he had a big bandage on where he broke his thumb. 
"As he was led from the condemned cell to the gallows, he shouted 'Jesus.'" 
Some 20 years ago, as part of his research, Fielding travelled to Liverpool to meet the assistant hangman, who has since 
died. "He said it was a run-of-the mill execution, just like all the others he had carried out. There was nothing sensational 
about it. 
"Of course, they didn't know at the time it was going to be the last execution. 
"It didn't get much publicity at the time. Certainly, two guys from Preston who had committed a murder up in Cumbria, it 
isn't going to get the London media buzzing, is it?" 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/13/britain-last-executions-hanging-criminals-low-key 
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Suddenly a very violent sandstorm began. The wind kicked in with a terrifying fury. I was swallowed by a yellow wall of sand. I was blinded, I couldn't 
breathe. The sand whipped my face - it was like a storm of needles.  
It lasted eight hours. When the wind died down it was dark, so I slept out on the dunes. I woke up very early to a transformed landscape. I didn't know 
I was lost. I had a compass and a map so I thought I could navigate perfectly well, but without points of reference it's a lot more complicated.  
When I realised I was lost, the first thing I did was to urinate in my spare water bottle, because when you're still well-hydrated your urine is the 
clearest and the most drinkable. I remembered my grandfather telling me how, during the war, he and his fellow soldiers had drunk their own urine 
when their water ran out. I did it as a precaution, but I wasn't desperate. I was sure the organisers would find me soon.  
After a couple of days I came across a marabout - a Muslim shrine - where Bedouins stop when they are crossing the desert. I was hoping it was 
inhabited, but unfortunately there was nobody there - only a holy man in a coffin. But at least I had a roof over my head, it was like being home. I 
assessed my situation: it wasn't rosy. I ate some of my rations, which I cooked with fresh urine, not the bottled urine that I was saving to drink - I 
started to drink that on the fourth day.  
I stayed in the marabout, waiting to be found.  
I gave in to despair only twice. Once was when I saw the helicopter and it didn't see me. The other time was when I saw the aeroplane.  
I had been in the marabout for three days when I heard the sound of a motor - an aeroplane. I don't know if it was looking for me, but I immediately 
started a fire with whatever I had - my rucksack, everything - in the hope the plane would see the smoke. But just then another sandstorm hit. It 
lasted for 12 hours. The aeroplane didn't spot me.  
I felt it was my very last chance to be found.  
I wasn't afraid of dying and my decision to take my own life came out of logical reasoning rather than despair. I wrote a note to my wife with a piece 
of charcoal and then cut my wrists. I lay down and waited to die, but my blood had thickened and wouldn't drain.  
The following morning I woke up. I hadn't managed to kill myself. Death didn't want me yet.  
I took it as a sign. I put myself in order - Mauro the athlete was back. I needed to have a plan.  
I walked in the desert for days, killing snakes and lizards and eating them raw - that way I drank, too. I think there are some instincts, a kind of deja vu, 
that kick in in an emergency situation: my inner caveman emerged. 
On the eighth day I came across a little oasis. I lay down and drank, sipping slowly, for about six or seven hours. I saw a footprint in the sand, so I knew 
people couldn't be far.  
The next day, I saw some goats in the distance - it gave me hope.  
Then I saw a young shepherd girl run towards a large Berber tent. There were no men in the camp - they had gone to market - but the women took 
care of me. Then they sent someone to call the police - they like to camp close to military bases for protection.  
The police came and carried me to their Jeep. They took me to their military base, blindfolded, because they didn't know who I was. They thought I 
might be dangerous. They took me to hospital in Tindouf, where finally, after 10 days, I was able to call my wife. The first thing I said to her was: 
"Have you already had my funeral?" Because after 10 days lost in the desert you would expect someone to be dead.  
When they weighed me in the hospital I had lost 16kg (35lb) - I weighed just 45kg (99lb). My eyes had suffered and my liver was damaged, but my 
kidneys were fine. I couldn't eat anything other than soup or liquids for months. It took me almost two years to recover. 
  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-30046426?ocid=socialflow_twitter  

Mauro Prosperi was 39 years old when he took part in the 1994 Marathon des Sables - 
a six-day, 250km (155-mile) race through the Sahara described as the toughest race of 
its kind. Following a sandstorm, the former Olympic pentathlete was lost in the desert 
for 10 days. 

Things went wrong on the fourth day, during the longest and most difficult stage of the 
race.  

When we set out that morning there was already quite a bit of wind. I had passed 
through four checkpoints when I entered an area of sand dunes. I was alone - the 
pacemakers had gone ahead.  
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Emma Watson: Gender equality is your issue too 
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“Today we are launching a campaign called “HeForShe.”  
This is the first campaign of its kind at the UN: we want to try and galvanize as many men and boys as possible to be advocates for gender 
equality.  
 
Feminism by definition is: “The belief that men and women should have equal rights and opportunities. It is the theory of the political, 
economic and social equality of the sexes.” However, my recent research has shown me that feminism has become an unpopular word. 
Why is the word such an uncomfortable one? 
 
I think it is right that as a woman I am paid the same as my male counterparts. I think it is right that I should be able to make decisions 
about my own body. I think it is right that women be involved on my behalf in the decision-making of my country. I think it is right that 
socially I am afforded the same respect as men. But sadly I can say that there is no one country in the world where all women can expect to 
receive these rights. 
 
No country in the world can yet say they have achieved gender equality. 
Men—I would like to take this opportunity to extend your formal invitation. Gender equality is your issue too. 
 
Because to date, I’ve seen my father’s role as a parent being valued less by society despite my needing his presence as a child as much as 
my mother’s. 
 
I’ve seen young men suffering from mental illness unable to ask for help for fear it would make them look less “macho”—in fact in the UK 
suicide is the biggest killer of men between 20-49 years of age. I’ve seen men made fragile and insecure by a distorted sense of what 
constitutes male success. Men don’t have the benefits of equality either.   
We don’t often talk about men being imprisoned by gender stereotypes but I can see that that they are and that when they are free, things 
will change for women as a natural consequence. 
 
If men don’t have to be aggressive in order to be accepted women won’t feel compelled to be submissive. If men don’t have to control, 
women won’t have to be controlled. 
Both men and women should feel free to be sensitive. Both men and women should feel free to be strong.  
 
If we stop defining each other by what we are not and start defining ourselves by what we are—we can all be freer and this is what 
HeForShe is about. It’s about freedom.   
 
Thank you.  
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