
 

Question Three: How has the writer structured the text 
to…..? 

Key Questions to Ask 
 What does the writer focus on at the start of the extract and why? 

 When does this focus change and why? 

 Are there any other structural choices being made and to what 

effect? 

Think about: 

Focus /shift / beginning /end/ foreshadowing (if 

applicable)/flashbacks (if applicable)/ narrative 

hooks/dialogue/in media res/narrative voice 

Use the bullet points in the question to guide you. 
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• Read and highlight the focus of the question first 

• Read the text carefully, highlighting key information 

Question One: List four things… 
Advice: 

 Be brief; remember to use a pronoun in each point (he/it etc) 

 Look for obvious details 

 Avoid inferences/analysis 

  

Question Two: How does the writer use language to 
…? 

Start by highlighting the interesting language choices within the 

given paragraph as well as the key words in the question. 

 Identify a method: The writer uses…  

the noun/adjective/adverb 
verb/simile/metaphor/repetition/ 
personification/oxymoron/questions/ 

exclamations/alliteration etc. 

 Give a precise quote 

 Analyse quote, exploring the effect on the reader 

This suggests/implies/ gives the impression/ emphasises 

  

8 Marks 

15 Minutes 

Aim for 3 

clear ideas  

4 Marks 

5 Minutes 
 

8 Marks 

15 Minutes 

Aim for 3 clear 

ideas 
 

Question Four: To what extent do you agree….?  
KEY TIP: State to what extent you agree with the statement and 

mention the focus of the question. 

For this question you must focus on the methods as well:  

 Vocabulary choices (adjectives, adverbs verbs etc.) 

 Use of imagery/figurative language (similes, metaphors, 

personification)  

 Other language features (repetition, alliteration, juxtaposition etc.) 

 Sentence length, type and structure/punctuation/narrative voice 

(first/third person etc.)  

 Use of contrast or parallel etc. etc…. 

 Point that responds to the statement 

 Name of method and QUOTE 

 Analyse quote considering the impact on reader 

 

20 Marks 

25 Minutes 

Aim for 4 clear ideas 



 

WRITING AND PLANNING TIPS 
 Read and highlight the style/mood of the writing task first 

o Is it a narrative or descriptive task? What mood will I evoke? 

 Plan your answer before you begin, including the topic 
sentences for each paragraph and the narrative voice and 
tense you will use. 

 Make sure your ideas are realistic and suited to the image 
prompt or the theme/idea, if given.  

VARY YOUR SENTENCE OPENERS 
 Start with a verb (ing) 

 Beating relentlessly against the rocks, the wave’s intentions 

were clear. 

 Start with an adjective (s) 

 Brilliant ideas suddenly came to me and I knew what I had to 

do. 

 Start with an adverb 

 Helplessly, she looked around for a solution. 

 Start with a preposition 

 Elsewhere, a man was scanning the crowd, searching for his 

next victim. 

 Start with a noun 

 Rain cascaded down, drenching everything beneath it. 

 Use conditionals 

 If, for just a moment, someone stopped to notice, his life 

would have been very different.  

 Use ‘The more…the more’… 

 The more the wind howled, the more wary the people 

became. 

 Use ‘The less…the less…’ 
The less time I spent thinking about it, the less it felt like an issue 

to me.  

 Start with a connective 

 However, he had another plan. 

 

 

What is Descriptive Writing? 
In descriptive writing, you should 

aim to re-create a scene or 
experience for the reader. Imagine 
it’s like a photograph – a snapshot 

taken at one point in time. 
 

 Write in third person and past tense 
– it’s easier! Write it at the top of 
your page as a reminder. 

 Start off by looking at the whole 
scene then zoom in on smaller 
details. 

 Explore colour, shapes & the senses 
in your description. 

Section B – Writing - You must spend 45 minutes on this task. 
Question Five: Choice of two tasks, which could be based on descriptive or narrative writing. You will be given an image prompt 

and may be given an opening line to use. 40 marks (24 for ideas & organisation, 16 for accuracy) 
 

What is Narrative Writing? 
In narrative writing, you should aim to 
tell a whole story or part of one. You 
will need to shape the characters and 

plot for the reader to give a clear sense 
of what’s happening. 

 
 Choose either first or third person and 

make a note of it at the top of your page. 

 Don’t try and fit too much in – decide on 

three or four points of plot and make 

them relatively realistic.  

 Chose a tense (easiest to go with past) 

and stick to it! 

 Try & open in an interesting way. 


